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FRIENDS OUTSIDE 



By Mignonette Spillman 
Corsicana, Texas, High School 



In our efforts to prove to the high-school student that he can 
and does use his Latin in everyday life, the exhibit illustrating Miss 
Sabin's "The Relation of Latin to Practical Life" has been our most 
valuable ally for the past five years. Not only is it very interesting 
and inspiring to the thoughtful boy and his parents, but it stimulates 
us, the boy's teachers, to try out related projects such as our individ- 
ual needs demand and our teaching environment permits. 

While Latin is constantly growing more difficult to teach, it 
can be said also to be growing more interesting in its possibilities 
as a secondary-school subject. Today we can consistently discuss 
patriotism, peace, and war in a Caesar, Cicero, or Vergil class and 
be sure of a more intelUgent and active interest than ever before. 
The times make it possible. Yes, and let us classicists reach up to 
our opportunities. The ideal of service which we Americans write 
in the creed of strong men has a most forceful expression in "Pro 
Archia. " In short, the fact that discussions of such timely topics 
as military strategy, European geography, munitions of war, 
international law, and national characteristics and ideals can have 
a place in the friendly atmosphere of the Latin classroom presses 
home the universality of appeal of that which is truly classic. 

Boys and girls of today are reading newspapers and magazines 
with eager interest and a purpose larger and more vital than ever 
before. In most high schools in either the history or EngUsh course, 
students are required to do reading of this sort regularly. And so 
it is that such periodicals as the Literary Digest, Outlook, and Inde- 
pendent are a part of the material for study. In these the Latin 
teacher has a treasure-house close by, but perhaps has not yet 
searched it. Make the periodical supply lists for study in deriva- 
tion. The student feels the need of understanding words in today's 
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English and material can be chosen to fit any scheme, detailed or 
brief in its demand, that the teacher wishes to use. Interesting 
word-histories are brought to Kght which will be recalled frequently, 
as these wUl belong to everyday EngHsh. Here is a list taken from 
a recent Literary Digest which illustrates the variety and timeliness 
of this material: travesty, reprisal, paternaKsm, multifarious, nil, 
dehrium, armistice, emanating, par, belligerent, plenipotentiaries, 
propaganda, evacuation, succinctly, peremptory, international, 
insensate, inimical, pinnacle, crucial, resiUent, vulcanize, gradients, 
deterrent, magnanimity, incandescent, recurrent, supervene, ramify, 
negotiations, inexorable, ultimatum, demobilization, contingency, 
tentatively, corroborative. 

We are teaching language-structure. Let us, then, allow Latin 
syntax to reveal the reaUties of Enghsh structure in so far as 
possible. Place side by side an Enghsh expression and a Latin 
example to illustrate a certain case-use or difference in idiom. Let 
the student bring to his prose-composition recitation EngHsh 
sentences from current periodicals that illustrate the points in the 
lesson of the day. Perhaps he will discover that s}aitax is not some- 
thing hidden away in his Caesar to be brought out and aired only 
in his Latin classroom. Then, too, he wUl have it before his very 
eyes that the Enghsh yields a varied expression of some ideas that 
he has habitually put into certain stereotyped forms in his transla- 
tion of the Latin and he may try to use more natural and idiomatic 
EngHsh. In one article in a recent Independent over fifty different 
verb and noun uses were illustrated. Another use of the periodical 
in the prose-composition class is to select passages for actual 
translation into Latin. President Wilson's speeches furnish good 
material for this. 

Prove to your Cicero classes that writers and speakers of today 
use anaphora, asyndeton, and other rhetorical devices for the 
purpose of persuasion. In an article in the Literary Digest for 
September 28, Cicero students can iind the following devices for 
varied and forceful expression: anaphora, asyndeton, polysyndeton, 
metaphor, alhteration, antithesis, parallelism, climax, rhetorical 
questions, imperatives, exclamations, short sentences, picturesque 
words, and rhetorical word-order. 
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"Will Our Roads Stand Truck Traffic?" and "Shall We Keep 
on Saving Daylight?", articles in an issue of the Literary Digest a 
few weeks ago, bring up for the student of Roman life and customs 
the subjects of Roman roads and daylight saving among the 
Romans. The boy who has been reading the Helvetian campaign 
cannot but react to the article on the "New Swiss Route to Salt 
Water" in the same issue. The department of "Current Poetry" 
in this magazine often offers much that can be brought to the 
student's attention in the way of classical allusions and forms. The 
number mentioned above has a sonnet entitled, " Sidera sunt Testes 
et Matutina Pruina." Many high-school students appreciated 
Henry van Dyke's story in the Outlook of November 13, "A Classic 
Instance," especially if its significance were discussed in the Latin 
classroom. 

The advertising pages in most periodicals are not lacking in 
appeal to the Latin student either in the way of decorative designs 
or names of products. It is easy to make an interesting list. 

Within the walls of our Latin course today we have most 
valuable instruments for our purposes, but why not go outside with 
our students and allow these extra-mural tools to serve us too ? 



